
HEATHER MCINERNEY
PRINCIPAL

Dear Families,

“Education should no longer be mostly imparting of
knowledge, but must take a new path, seeking the
release of human potentialities.”
(Montessori, M. (1946/1989). Education for a New World. Oxford: Clio
Press)

Earlier this week I was invited to attend one of our Year 9 student’s
critical refection presentations. Hearing him speak about his growth
during the Middle School years and what has been important to him
during this time was a crystallising experience. 

He spoke with wonderful self-assuredness about community and
the importance of students learning together, co-creating and co-
authoring their learning. He spoke about choice and how having
choices positively impacts self-motivation and feelings of
competence. And finally, he shared his desire to make a positive
contribution to his world. 

Our Year 9 students leave our school as mature, self-aware,
responsible, capable and purposeful young people. This was
further illustrated last week when our small group of Year 9
students won a Flinders University award for problem solving.
Competing against bigger teams of Year 9 and Year 10 students,
they worked collaboratively and with creativity and critical reflection
to ensure they were successful.
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PRINCIPAL LETTER (CONTINUED) "The real purpose of

education is to prepare

the orientation for

future generations,

who will progress to a

new plane."

DR. MARIA MONTESSORI

I am deeply thankful to our families who trust us to care for, educate and empower their children. I am
grateful for our volunteers who selflessly give up their time to enrich our community. Most of all, I am
thankful for the children in our school. It is our children who bring us joy and who are at the centre of
everything that we do.

Farewells and Welcomes
Cycle 3 teacher, Bernie, will be leaving us at the end of the year to spend more time with her family. Bernie
is an exceptional teacher who cares deeply about the children in her care, and I would like to thank her for
providing a wonderful teaching and learning program for our Cycle 3 children. We hope to see Bernie back
at Southern Montessori in her new role as a relief teacher.

I would also like to wish Janine all the best next year as she leaves us to spend more time with her family
and discover her passions. Janine has made a significant contribution to the administration of the school,
and it has been a joy to work closely with her. I know that staff, families and children will all miss her positive
attitude, generosity of spirit and kindness. 

On a happy note, I would like to warmly welcome Cycle 2 teacher, Allie Gedes and Cycle 3 teacher, Luke
Swindells to our school. We are very excited to be working with Allie and Luke in 2023.
I wish all of our Southern Montessori community a wonderful summer break. I hope that it is restful and
rejuvenating, and an opportunity to enjoy family life. I look forward to welcoming you back for the start of the
2023 school year. There are exciting days ahead! 

Kind regards,
Heather

I am confident that our values, which permeate throughout the
school, will guide them to live successful and fulfilling lives in the
future. 

As we approach the end of the school year, it is a good time for
reflection. Once again, we began this year with a degree of
uncertainty as some classes commenced in person and others
online. We experienced changing guidelines and requirements, but
we were well placed to meet any challenges as they arose, and in
fact, the school and our students have flourished.

Thank you 
2022 has been an exciting year, full of positive change and a sense
of continuous growth and improvement. We have experienced many
highlights along the way, and I would like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone who has contributed to the success of the year.
I am continually inspired by my extremely talented colleagues and
their deep commitment to student learning and wellbeing. 



TERM 4 HIGHLIGHTS
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As another year draws to a close, it seems timely to remember that
Montessori said, 

“What I want now is a body of colleagues, research workers, who
will examine what I have already done, apply my principles as far as
I have gone, not in a spirit of opposition or conviction, but as a
matter of pure experiment.” (Kramer, 1976, p. 262)

2022 has been a year of reflection and learning, with a good dose of
experimentation thrown in. 
Teachers have been actively reviewing both the reading and spelling
programmes, asking questions, revising materials where revision was
deemed appropriate, and deepening their understanding of the
intricacies of the English language. 
An apt analogy of the Montessori approach is to consider a spider’s web
– like Montessori, a spider’s web highlights how everything in
Montessori interrelates and impacts on everything else. 

Wishing you all the season’s best!

FACEBOOK 
To do this, simply
search 'Southern
Montessori School.'
Choose the one with the
school logo and click
'Like.' You will then be
able to view all recent
posts, relevant links and
photos. You'll be kept up
to date with student
achievement, upcoming
events and more!
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MONTESSORI MOMENT
By Anna Golab

MEET THE BOARD MEMBERS
MICHAELA BARACKA

Who is in your family and how are you connected to
Southern Montessori? I have Elliot in Rachel’s Reception
class and Percy who is 3 years old and will soon be joining
the Monti-family in Preschool.

If you see a puddle on the ground, do you walk around
it, over it or through it?
I skip over it. Unless I’m wearing my Wellies, in which
case I jump straight in!

What did you think you would be when you grew up?
A ballerina, a veterinarian, a flight attendant, a United
Nations translator (in that particular order).

What do you like to do on the weekends?
Beach walks and café visits with my boys, tending to my
veg garden and the never ending list of chores.

What is the best advice you’ve ever heard or received?
You can’t pour out of an empty cup. 
 



The Importance of Routines and Rituals
Staff in the preschool often take time to reflect on any improvements we could make to benefit our
learners, both academically and for their wellbeing. We considered the busy lives that we all have
and how taking time to pause, still our bodies and our minds, helps us to feel grounded and more
connected with our surroundings. 

To help with this, Kate and Shixin introduced a short candle ritual to the Preschool children. It
involved sitting very still in a quiet and dim room. As the candle was lit, the children were
encouraged to use their senses to smell and watch the flickering candle. We played a very gentle
song called “Light a Candle for Peace” and we noticed our bodies feeling calm, still and relaxed. 

We have repeated this activity several times to help it to become a part of our routine. Routines and
rituals provide many opportunities for repetition and mastery. When the children take part in a
routine at preschool, such as setting the lunch table, they are required to be conscious and aware
of their movements and their surroundings. Rituals and routines help children feel that the world is
a safe and predictable place.

When you think about some of the routines that you follow at home, you will notice that they usually
have a positive outcome. Consider a well-established bedtime routine or some of your holiday
traditions that bring joy. Routines bring children a sense of security, identity and belonging. That’s
because they’re special things that you do together and they have special meaning for you. They
create shared memories and build family relationships and bonds. We hope that your routines and
rituals at home over this busy time of year give you all a chance to feel connected and you make
some wonderful memories together. 

Regards, 
Preschool Staff
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Both Reception classes have had quite a busy term with lots of fun
experiences! 
On Friday afternoons we have been learning some different dances
from around the world including the Chinese Fan Dance and the
Italian Tarantella. We look forward to showing you our Australian
dance at our graduation ceremony! 

In Week 5 we took a 50 minute bus trip to the Hahndorf Farn Barn.
The children (and adults) all had a fabulous day petting and feeding
the animals. Farmer Mareeka explained lots about each of the
animals. One of the highlights for the children and adults alike was
having the opportunity to climb into the animal pens to pet the
animals as well as milking Daisy the cow and feeding the lambs and
calves their bottles. It was a great day out!

The children have also been hard at work creating their clay animal
and habitat dioramas. They look forward to sharing them with you at
our open classroom at 3pm on Tuesday the 13th December. 

We wish all our families a lovely Christmas and restful summer break
and look forward to seeing everyone back in 2023!

The Cycle One Team 
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The Cycle 2 writing units are planned to include and integrate many elements
of the children’s learning in literacy. This is to facilitate their application of
isolated concepts in a creative and engaging way.

Each class goes through a process based on Talk for Writing. This includes the
children studying a model text, using elements of the text to learn and practise
grammar and language features, innovating the model text and eventually
creating a story of their own. Here is the sequence of some of the learning
tasks that the students carried out from our latest writing unit, ‘The Magic
Paintbrush’.

Hook – A Buddha Board was presented to the children and was introduced as
‘magic’ because the writing disappeared after a few moments. The intention of
the hook is to get the students excited about the coming model text.

Model Text – Introduce ‘The Magic Paintbrush’ narrative text and map it to
internalise. Mapping allows every child to access the texts no matter where
they are in their reading development.  

Grammar and Language Features – Lessons are planned at point of need for
individual children based on their previous writing and development. For
example, adverbs make for interesting sentences and description so children
are grouped according to their understanding and use of adverbs for lessons.
Some students worked on logical pairs of verbs and adverbs to use, others
expanded on their adverb vocabulary, and many explored the transfer of
adverbial phrases within a sentence. A Montessori classroom facilitates fluidity
in learning so children are invited to explore any of the tasks to enhance their
story telling abilities. 

The children were also exposed to the interjection – a new part of speech for
many! The class also revised conjunctions to help them include compound and
complex sentences.

Tool Kit – We create a tool kit to identify the learning we have done and what
would be good to include in our own pieces of writing.

Plan – Plan a story based on the model text structure and the developed tool
kit.

Innovate/Create – As a class, we often innovate the text to reinforce and
model learning. Children then independently write a text which they edit with
support. They often choose to publish their writing.

CYCLE 2



CYCLE 3
This term, the Cycle 3 students have been working tremendously hard on their ‘Create a Country’
Project, an integrated project involving Geography, Maths and Literacy. 

Students were required to create a new country and place it somewhere in their world. This
project has required students to explore the purpose and features of physical and political maps,
consider where their country will be placed on the world map and how this effects land formations,
climates and trade between countries, the importance of national symbols such as flags and coat
of arms and how persuasive writing is used in tourism brochures. 

This project is often a highlight for many of our students. They are very proud of the work that
they have produced and are very excited to share their work on Monday evening with family and
friends.

Jade – ‘It’s fun but some bits are harder than others. I liked doing lots of different tasks that we
don’t do often. My favourite part was the flag and coat of arms because they were fun tasks to

do.’
 

Piper – ‘It’s really entertaining because I have lots to do and I never get bored. I’ve learned a lot
about maps and it’s really fun. My favourite task was making the national dress.’

 
Harrison - ‘The project was fun. I liked that we got to use lots of our imagination. My favourite part
was doing the flag because I got to use my imagination when choosing what the colours and stars

stood for.’
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Our Middle School has had a busy and exciting Term 4. Among other
engaging programs, students worked tirelessly to prepare for their
Market Day, making products to sell to the community. They also
participated in a four-day camp in Kuitpo forest.

Each year in our Occupations program, the students organise and
create products to sell at our Market Day. This year it was held at the
Primary school. The students made various handmade products,
such as sourdough starters, tile coasters, candles, food and drinks,
jewellery, cosmetic products, spices, our school-grown produce, and
face glitter. The market was a success, with most products selling
out. The students were able to reflect on the general running of the
market and have learned a great deal that will assist them next year.
We cannot thank the school community enough for showing their
support. Seeing so many families and students engaging in the
program that the Middle School students gain so much from was
lovely.

Our four-day camp this year was with Wilderness Escape to Kuipto
forest. The focus for this camp was resilience and grit. The first day
saw our staff and students packing rucksacks for a night’s stay in our
tents at a minimalist campsite. We had to fit all their supplies for one
night into their rucksacks, including their tent, sleeping bag, foam
mat, water, food, clothes, trangia, and cooking utensils. 

The students walked to the campsites in two groups, meeting in the
middle to set up camp. Resilience and grit were engaged almost
immediately, with it raining a lot of the way and water on the ground,
meaning our shoes were waterlogged quickly. 

Students set up their tents and cooked meals with their Trangia in
groups. That night students played some night games, but due to the
fire ban season at that campsite there was no fire to keep us warm,
and after a big day of walking, we all went to bed early. The next
day, we packed our equipment back into our rucksacks to make our
way to the base camp for the duration of the camp. Once we arrived
at Douglas Scrub camp, we were so happy to have showers and rest. 
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Our year nine students are preparing to finish their time at Southern Montessori and move into the next
chapter of their education journey. They prepared and delivered a reflective presentation to staff and a
visual representation of their time at Southern Montessori school on a canvas as a part of their
graduation ceremony. Thank you to all the year nine students, you have been valuable members of our
community, and we wish you all the best in the future.
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CYCLE 4
Thursday was action-packed with mountain bike riding, high ropes, and rock climbing. On Friday, we
headed to Port Noarlunga for team challenges before returning to school. As a staff, we were so
impressed by the students' engagement, respect, resilience, and commitment to trying new things. They
should all be commended on their conduct and feel proud of themselves for showing grit. 

Thank you to the Wilderness Escape leaders for organising such an engaging week, Luke for
volunteering to come as an extra staff member, and the school for providing such an excellent experience
for the students.
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